
          
 

A Church on a Mission: 
To embody the love of God as 
Christ's heart, mind and hands. 

!e Fi"h Sunday in Lent 
March 26, 2023, 11:00 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II: !e Book of Common Prayer 
 

Seeking: Can these bones live? 

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church 

We are glad that you are with us today. Our worship of God is a communal experience. Please join 
in the prayers, communion, and fellowship as fully as you are comfortable doing. We encourage 
children to participate. Help us welcome you by !lling out one of the “Welcome” cards located in 
the box pews, and give it to an usher, greeter, or member of the clergy, or place it in the o"ering 
plate.  
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Welcome to St. Peter's Episcopal Church
 Thank you for joining us for worship! Below are just a few of the groups and events happening 

at St. Peter's. All are welcome!

Announcements

Book Group:  The Book Group will
meet at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 4, 
to discuss “The Thursday Murder Club”
by Richard Osman. 

Churchyard Gardeners:  Our
volunteer gardeners are back at it! 
Join us anytime from 10 a.m. - Noon
Saturday, April 8 in the churchyard.

Family Worship:  Families with
children age 8 and younger are invited
to join us at 9 a.m. April 2 for a special
Palm Sunday service, when we will
journey through Holy Week together.

Food Cupboard:  Will you sponsor a
family and provide household goods
for the entire year? Join our Lenten
fundraiser and make a donation at
www.stpetersphila.org/foodcupboard.

Lenten Morning Prayer:  Join us on
Zoom at 8 a.m. Wednesdays for a time
of prayer and reflection, using "The
Lives We Actually Have: 100 Blessings
for Imperfect Days" as a guide.

Sages: Join us for a brunch today at
12:15 p.m. with our TNT group. We will
gather in the Parish House. Our next
lunch gathering will be held at 12:30
p.m. Wednesday, April 19.

TNT (20s & 30s): Join us for a brunch
today at 12: 15 p.m. with our Sages
group. We will gather in the Parish
House.

Youth Group:  If you'd like to be
added to the Youth Group email list
for news of upcoming gatherings for
youth age 11 and older, email Lisa
Hardy at lkayp@comcast.net.

To learn more, please check our website www.stpetersphila.org or sign up for our weekly newsletter at www.stpetersphila.org/enews.
You can also email Parish Administrator Kate Randall at randall@stpetersphila.org for more information. 

We hope to see you at St. Peter's again soon!

Easter Invitation Cards
Pick up invitation cards at church entrance

 
               Do you have a neighbor, friend, or co-worker that is looking for a
church to observe Lent or celebrate Easter? Invite them to join us at St. Peter's!
We have printed invitation cards that you can use to invite others to these
special services. If you'd like to pick up some invitation cards, they are at the
entrance of the church.

Easter Memorials
Please make your contribution by April 5

 
               It has long been the custom in the church at Easter to offer special
gifts in thanksgiving or in memory of someone or some occasion in our lives.
This offering is how we fund our flowers and special music on Easter. Visit
www.stpetersphila.org/give to make your contribution. Please indicate the
name of the person(s) whom you wish to remember or give thanks in the
memo field. Or e-mail Parish Administrator Kate Randall with that information. 

Holy Week Services
Palm Sunday through Good Friday

 
               We invite everyone to journey with us through the season of Lent.
Below is the schedule of Holy Week services:

9 AM Sunday, April 2: Palm Sunday Family Worship
11 AM Sunday, April 2: Palm Sunday Service
7 PM April 3, 4 & 5: Holy Eucharist Service
7 PM April 6: Maundy Thursday Service with foot washing
Noon April 7: Good Friday Service
1 PM April 7: Walking Stations of the Cross
2 PM April 7: Service of Silence & Sorrow

 

Easter Worship Services
9 & 11 AM Sunday, April 9

 
               All are welcome to join us to celebrate Easter Sunday! There will be a
simple service at 9 a.m. and a festive service with choir at 11 a.m. Join us after
the 11 a.m. service for a reception in the churchyard and an Easter egg hunt
for children.

mailto:randall@stpetersphila.org


!e Fi"h Sunday in Lent 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

All church worship services are livestreamed and recorded for our online congregation. By participating in person you acknowledge 
that you may be visible on live broadcast or archived video. If you are uncomfortable about the possibility of appearing on video, 

please see an usher to be reseated in a more private area. 
Masks “Encouraged and Welcomed” at Worship 

!e pew boxes along the north and center aisles will be mask optional, for those who are or are not wearing masks. For those who 
want more distance from unmasked parishioners, the south side of the church will be masks-required. Ushers are available to help 

you "nd the assigned seating areas.  

Opening Voluntary “#e Lord Is My Shepherd"$ $ Alice Jordan$ (1916-2012) 
 !e people stand as the clergy and choir enter in silence. 
Opening Acclamation 

Celebrant: Blessed be the God of our salvation: 
People: Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins. 
Celebrant: 
Jesus said, "#e !rst commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: #e Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. #e 
second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. #ere is no commandment greater than these."$  

Mark 12:29-31 
Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God. 
Silence may be kept. 
Celebrant and People: 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have le! undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
!e Celebrant concludes: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Kyrie Franz Schubert 
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!e Collect of the Day 
Celebrant: #e Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and a"ections of sinners: Grant your people 
grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swi% and varied changes 
of the world, our hearts may surely there be !xed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

First Lesson: Ezekiel 37:1-14  
#e hand of YHWH was upon me, and it carried me away by the Spirit of YHWH and set me down in a 

valley—a valley full of bones. God made me walk up and down among them. And I saw that there was a vast 
number of bones lying there in the valley, and they were very dry. God asked me, “Mere mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “Only you know that, Sovereign YHWH.” And God said, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: ‘Dry bones, hear the word of YHWH! Sovereign YHWH says to these bones: I am going to breathe life into 
you. I will fasten sinews on you, clothe you with &esh, cover you with skin, and give you breath. And you will live; 
and you will know that I am Sovereign YHWH.’ ”  

So I prophesied as I was commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and all 
the bones came together, bone to matching bone. As I watched, sinews appeared on them, &esh clothed them, and 
skin covered them. But there was no breath in them. #en God said to me, “Prophesy to the wind; prophesy, mere 
mortal, and say to it: ‘#us says Sovereign YHWH: Approach from the four winds, Breath, and breathe on these 
slain, that they may live.’ ” I prophesied as I was commanded, and breath came into them; they came alive, and 
stood up on their feet—a vast multitude.  

#en God said to me, “Mere mortal, these bones are the whole House of Israel. #e people keep saying, 
‘Our bones are dry, our hope is gone, and we are doomed.’ Prophesy, therefore, and say to them, ‘#us says 
Sovereign YHWH: I am going to open your graves and raise you up from the dead, my people. I will return you to 
the land of Israel. When I open your graves and raise you up, you, my people, will know that I am YHWH. #en I 
will put my Spirit into you and you will return to life, and I will settle you back on your own land. #en you will 
know that I, YHWH, have spoken and made all this happen, says Sovereign YHWH.’ ” 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: "anks be to God. 

Psalm 130  De profundis Response Tune: Kathleen Harmon 
!e choir sings the response once through. !e lector then recites the psalm appointed for the day,  
with choir and congregation singing the response together where noted. 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you; 
O God, hear my voice; * 
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

2 If you were to note what is done amiss, * 
O God, who could stand? 

3 For there is forgiveness with you, * 
therefore you shall be feared. Response 

4 I wait for you, O God; my soul waits for you; * 
in your word is my hope. 

5 My soul waits for you,  
more than sentries for the morning, * 
more than sentries for the morning. Response 

6 O Israel, wait upon God, * 
for with God there is mercy. 

7 With God there is plenteous redemption; * 
God shall redeem Israel from all their sins. Response 

Second Lesson:  Romans 8:6-11 
#e mind of the &esh is death, but that of the Spirit is life and peace. #e mind of the &esh stands in 

opposition to God; it is not subject to God’s law—indeed, it cannot be, since those who are in the &esh cannot 
please God. But you are not in the &esh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. #ose who do 

4



not have the Spirit of Christ do not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, then though the body is dead because 
of sin, the spirit lives because of righteousness. If the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, then the One who raised Christ from the dead will also bring your mortal bodies to life through the Spirit 
dwelling in you. 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: "anks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn 516 “Come down, O Love divine” Down Ampney 

!e Gospel: John 11:1-45 
!e people stand. !e Priest reads the Gospel, "rst saying 
 #e Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
#ere was a certain man named Lazarus, who was sick. He and his sisters, Mary and Martha, were from 

the village of Bethany. Mary was the one who had anointed the feet of Jesus with perfume and dried his feet with 
her hair, and it was her brother Lazarus who was sick. #e sisters sent this message to Jesus: “Rabbi, the one you 
love is sick.”  When Jesus heard this, he said, “#is sickness will not end in death; it is happening for God’s glory, so 
that God’s Only Begotten may be glori!ed because of it.” Jesus loved these three very much. Yet even a%er hearing 
that Lazarus was sick, he remained where he was staying for two more days. Finally he said to the disciples, “Let’s 
go back to Judea.” #ey protested, “Rabbi, it was only recently that they tried to stone you—and you want to go 
back there again?” Jesus replied, “Aren’t there twelve hours of daylight? #ose who walk by day don’t stumble, 
because they see the world bathed in light; those who go walking by night will stumble because there is no light in 
them.”  

A%er Jesus said this, he said to the disciples, “Our beloved Lazarus has fallen asleep. I am going to Judea to 
wake him.” #e disciples objected, “But Rabbi, if he’s only asleep, he’ll be !ne.” Jesus had been speaking about 
Lazarus’ death, but they thought he was talking about actual sleep. So he said very plainly, “Lazarus is dead! For 
your sakes I am glad that I wasn’t there, that you might come to believe. In any event, let us go to him.” #en 
#omas, “the Twin,” said to the rest, “Let’s go with Jesus, so that we can die with him.”  

When Jesus arrived in Bethany, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Since 
Bethany was only about two miles from Jerusalem, many people had come out to console Martha and Mary about 
their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary stayed at home with 
the mourners. When she got to Jesus, Martha said, “If you had been here, my brother would never have died! Yet 
even now, I am sure that God will give you whatever you ask.” “Your brother will rise again!” Jesus assured her.  
Martha replied, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus told her, “I am the 
Resurrection, and I am Life: those who believe in me will live, even if they die; and those who are alive and believe 
in me will never die. “Do you believe this?” “Yes!” Martha replied. “I have come to believe that you are the Messiah, 
God’s Only Begotten, the One who is coming into the world.”  
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When she had said this, Martha went back and called her sister Mary. “#e Teacher is here, asking for 
you,” she whispered. As soon as Mary heard this, she got up and went to him. Jesus hadn’t gotten to the village yet. 
He was at the place where Martha had met him. #ose who were there consoling her saw her get up quickly and 
followed Mary, thinking she was going to the tomb to mourn. When Mary got to Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, 
“If you had been here, Lazarus never would have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the other mourners as 
well, he was troubled in spirit, moved by the deepest emotions. “Where have you laid him?” Jesus asked. “Come 
and see,” they said. And Jesus wept. #e people in the crowd began to remark, “See how much he loved him!” 
Others said, “He made the blind person see; why couldn’t he have done something to prevent Lazarus’ death?”  

Jesus was again deeply moved. #ey approached the tomb, which was a cave with a stone in front of it. 
“Take away the stone,” Jesus directed. Martha said, “Rabbi, it has been four days now. By this time there will be a 
stench.” Jesus replied, “Didn’t I assure you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they took the 
stone away. Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Abba, thank you for having heard me. I know that you always 
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd, that they might believe that you sent me!” #en Jesus called 
out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” And Lazarus came out of the tomb, still bound hand and foot with linen 
strips, his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus told the crowd, “Untie him and let him go free.”  

Many of those who had come to console Martha and Mary, and saw what Jesus did, put their faith in him. 
A#er the Gospel, the Priest says 
 #e Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon   #e Reverend Richard Ullman 

!e Nicene Creed 
!e people stand and say together: 

Prayers of the People 
A#er each petition, the people respond with: 
Intercessor: God of love… justice… peace… healing… blessing… resurrection… 
People: hear our prayer. 
Please remember those who have asked for our prayers: 
Katie  Colin   John  Ari  Abigail  Kim  Kathy  
Sarah  Donna  Michael  Jim  Francis  Angela   Beckett 
Quinn  Andrea   Julie  Margaret LeAnn  Molly  Dennis  
Chris  Paul   Jessica   Priscilla  Lisa  Ed  Charles  
Victor  Rosemary  Sue and Dick Gene and Dot Vanessa & Jerry  

!e Peace 
Celebrant: #e peace of Christ be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Announcements 
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We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 #rough him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man.

 For our sake he was cruci!ed under Pontius Pilate; 
  he su"ered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glori!ed, 
 who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE HOLY COMMUNION 

If you would like to give to St. Peter’s , you may do so using the QR code on your smartphone 
or by clicking this link—https://www.stpetersphila.org/give/give-online/ in the digital bulletin. 

Presentation Anthem “What wondrous love is this” Marie Pooler 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul,$ 
for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb I will sing,$ 
to God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am, while millions join the theme,$ 
I will sing, I will sing, while millions join the theme, I will sing.$ 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,$ 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on,$ 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be,$ 
And through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, and through eternity, I’ll sing on. 

Presentation Hymn  “O bless the Lord, my soul” St. !omas (Williams) 

Eucharistic Prayer A  #e Book of Common Prayer 
Celebrant: #e Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Li% up your hearts. 
People: We li! them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, 
Creator of heaven and earth. #rough Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet 
did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, 
but for him who died for us and rose again. 
#erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus  Franz Schubert 

Holy and gracious God: In your in!nite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin 
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and o"ered himself,  
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacri!ce for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to su"ering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: #is is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”A%er supper he took the cup of wine; and 
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: #is is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
#erefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People:  
Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again. 

!e Celebrant continues: 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacri!ce of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we o"er you these gi%s. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with Mary, the mother of God, 
Peter our patron and all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son 
Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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!e Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
All: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
  

Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those 
   who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, 
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever. Amen 

!e Breaking of the Bread: Fraction Anthem Franz Schubert 

Celebrant: #e Gi%s of God for the People of God. Whoever you are and wherever you are on 
 your journey of faith, you are welcome at this, Christ's Table. 
Due to current COVID numbers, we are not sharing the common$cup of wine at Holy Eucharist. St. Peter's invites you to receive in 

bread only, which is full participation in communion, or to receive bread and wine through intinction by the clergy. When you 
approach the altar, please indicate to the clergy how you would like to receive communion. For bread only, hold your hands out 
%at with palms up. For bread and$wine intincted, hold one hand open with the other hand over it with "ngers pinched down (like 
you're holding a piece of bread to be dipped). If you do not want to receive communion but would like a blessing, cross your arms 

over your chest.$  
Communion Anthem “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” Dorsey, arr. Helvey 
Precious Lord, take my hand,$ 
Lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 
#rough the storm, through the night, 
Lead me on to the light, 
Take my hand, precious Lord,$ 
Lead me home.$ 

When my way grows drear, 
Precious Lord, linger near,$ 
When my light is almost, almost gone; 
Hear my cry, hear my call, 
Hold my hand, lest I fall,$ 
Take my hand, precious Lord,$ 
Lead me home.$ 

When the darkness appears$ 
And the night draws near,$ 
And the day is past and gone;$ 
At the river I stand, Guide my feet,  
hold my hand, 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me 
home. 

Communion Hymn “Let it breathe on me” Magnolia Lewis-Butts 
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Je sus,- Lamb of God: have mer cy- on us. Je sus,- bear er- of our sins: have mer cy- on us.

Je sus,- re deem- er,- re deem- er- of the world: give us your peace, give, us your peace.

&#

&#
œ œj œ œj œ ™ œ œj œ œœ œ œœ œ ™œ‰ œ œj œ œj œ œj œ œj œ œœ œ œœ œ ™œ ‰

œ ™ œ œ œ œ ™ œj ‰ œj œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ ‰ œ œj œ œj œ ™ œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œ ‰



Postcommunion Prayer 
A#er Communion, the people stand and the Celebrant says: Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People: 
Loving God, 
sometimes the seeking is hard. 
But then we come to this Table, 
and all are welcomed, 
all are fed. 
In this moment,# 
We behold you, clearly: 
You meet us in our seeking, 
You never stop seeking us. 
Fed and $lled, 
send us onward once again, 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life  
of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

!e Blessing     
Celebrant: 
God’s Blessing be with you, 
Christ’s peace be with you, 
the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, 
now and always. Amen. 

Postcommunion Hymn “Go forth for God, go to the world in peace” Litton 

Solemn Prayer of Lent 
Celebrant:  
Grant, Almighty God, that we your people may recognize our weakness and put our whole trust in your 
strength, so that we may rejoice forever in the protection of your loving providence; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Postlude  Variations on "If #ou but Trust in God to Guide #ee"  
!roughout our Sundays in Lent, the postlude will be variations on hymn #635.  

You're invited to listen and meditate on where this hymn meets you each week in your Lenten journey.  
You can remain in your seat or go to the altar for prayer.  
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Serving !is Morning 
Organist: Charles Johnson 
Music Director:  Derrick #ompson, EdD 
Communion Bread Bakers: Lauri Cielo 
Altar Guild: Kathleen Stephenson 
Greeters: Hannah Poole, Marjorie Muecke 
Ushers: Ben Cornelius, Steve Zettler 
Verger:  Danny Alvarado 
Lector: Cordelia Biddle, Jill Minick 
Preacher: #e Reverend Richard Ullman 
Intercessor: Court van Rooten 
Celebrant:  #e Reverend Sarah Hedgis-Kligerman 
Acolyte: Court van Rooten 
Bell Ringer:  Ben Cornelius 
Refreshments: Barbara Angelini 
Co#ee Hour Host: Barbara Angelini 



Cover Artwork: As a part of our Lenten focus on Seeking: Honest Questions for Deeper Faith, we will feature artwork 
related to the Sunday texts on the front of the bulletin. Below, you can read the artist's statement about their work. 

May their art and their own deep seeking be bread for our journey this Lent. 

Rubble 
by Carmelle Beaugelin 

Inspired by Ezekiel 37:1-14 
(Conté crayon, charcoal, acrylic, paprika paste, cinnamon) 

It has been over a decade since my family in Haiti experienced the most traumatic earthquake in the nation’s 
history. If you were to Google, “Haiti” and “earthquake,” images of collapsed concrete and rubble would emerge. 
#e most disturbing images are those of survivors, covered in white and gray ash and rubble, reaching out for 

rescuers to salvage them from collapsed buildings. Endless images are found on the internet of arms stretched out, 
identity-less faces of horror covered in soot, and faces frozen into expressions of despair by the spectating 

photographer’s lens. When I think of Ezekiel and the story of the dry bones, I think of those images. I’ve o%en 
heard sermons where pastors position God’s people as the prophet to call the world into life, but what about God’s 

people who are, as the bones, facing the despair of death? #eir su"ering is theologized away by those who 
consider themselves the righteous “Ezekiels” of the world, whose privilege weighs heavy on the bones of the 

su"ering, like the concrete rubble in Haiti. Rubble speaks to the realities of being made alive and yet not being 
allowed to live—a nameless multitude of God’s people resurrected yet still bearing the scent of burial spices on 
their bodies. Who are we in this story? Are we the bones seeking life? Do we perceive ourselves as spectators of 
su"ering? Or will we choose to be participants in healing as active agents of God’s resurrecting power out of the 

rubble?  
—Carmelle Beaugelin 
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St. Peter’s Church 
313 Pine Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 
(215) 925-5968 / www.stpetersphila.org 

Parish o'ce hours: Monday–Friday 8:30 AM–4:30 PM 

!e Rev. Sarah Hedgis-Kligerman, Associate Rector: hedgis-kligerman@stpetersphila.org 
!e Rev. Dr. Joseph Schaller, Assisting Priest: schaller@stpetersphila.org 

Kate Randall, Parish Administrator: randall@stpetersphila.org 
Dr. Derrick !ompson, EdD, Interim Music Director: thompson@stpetersphila.org 

Charles Johnson, Interim Organist: johnson@stpetersphila.org 
Lauri Cielo, Director of Communications: cielo@stpetersphila.org 

William Lim, Administrative Assistant: lim@stpetersphila.org

Sign up for our weekly e-mail newsletter at www.stpetersphila.org. 
Follow St. Peter’s on Facebook and Instagram @stpetersphila.

http://www.stpetersphila.org

