
 

A Church on a Mission: 
To embody the love of God as 
Christ's heart, mind and hands. 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 10, 2020, 11:00 
Holy Eucharist 

 

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church 

We are so glad that you are with us today. Even though we are not all in the same physical space, 
our worship is still a shared experience. Please join in the service as fully as you are comfortable 
doing. If you would like more information about St. Peter's please fill out the welcome form 
found on this page http://www.stpetersphila.org/about-st-peters/welcome/.  

313 PINE STREET, PHILADELPHIA / 215-925-5968 / WWW.STPETERSPHILA.ORG

http://www.stpetersphila.org/about-st-peters/welcome/


The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Today’s service will be broadcast on our Facebook Live page (http://facebook.com/stpetersphila/videos) at 11:00am. 

  
Opening Voluntary  "All glory be to God on high", BWV 662  J.S. Bach 
Opening Hymn  "Christ is alive! Let Christians sing" Truro 

Easter Acclamation 
Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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Song of Praise The Song of Hannah (1 Samuel 2:1-8)   
Celebrant and People: 
My heart exults in you, O God; * 

 my triumph song is lifted in you. 
My mouth derides my enemies, *  

for I rejoice in your salvation. 
There is none holy like you, * 

nor any rock to be compared to you, our God. 
Do not heap up prideful words or speak in arrogance; *  

Only God is knowing and weighs all actions. 
The bows of the mighty are broken, *  

but the weak are clothed in strength. 
Those once full now labor for bread, *  

those who hungered now are well fed. 
The childless woman has borne sevenfold, *  

while the mother of many is forlorn. 
God destroys and brings to life, casts down and raises up; *  

gives wealth or takes it away, humbles and dignifies. 
God raises the poor from the dust; * 

 and lifts the needy from the ash heap 
To make them sit with the rulers *  

and inherit a place of honor. 
For the pillars of the earth are God’s *  

on which the whole earth is founded. 
The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
The Celebrant prays the Collect of the Day. 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ 
to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Lesson: Acts 7:55-60  
Stephen, meanwhile, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked to the sky and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right side of God. “Look!” he exclaimed. “I see the heavens opened, and the Chosen One 
standing at God’s right hand!” The onlookers were standing there, shouting and holding their hands over 
their ears as they did so. They rushed at him as one, and dragged him out of the city. The witnesses then 
stoned him, having laid their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul. As they were stoning him, 
Stephen prayed, “O Jesus, receive my spirit.” He fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, “Please, don’t 
hold this sin against them!” And with that, he died. 
Lector: Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16   
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The people read the psalm in unison. 
1 In you, O God, have I taken refuge; 

let me never be put to shame; * 
deliver me in your righteousness. 

2 Incline your ear to me; * 
make haste to deliver me. 

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
for you are my tower of strength. 

5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
for you have redeemed me, O God of truth. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness, save me. 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:2-10   
Like newborn babies, be hungry for nothing but milk—the pure milk of the word that will make you grow 
into salvation, now that you have “tasted that our God is good.” Come to Christ—a living stone, rejected by 
mortals but approved nonetheless, chosen and precious in God’s eyes. And you are living stones as well: 
you are being built as an edifice of spirit, to become a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices to God 
through Jesus Christ. For scripture has it, “See, I am laying a cornerstone in Zion; an approved stone, and 
precious. 
Those who put their faith in it will not be shaken.” The stone is precious for you who have faith. But for 
those without faith, “The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and, at the same 
time, “an obstacle and a stumbling block.” Those who stumble and fall are the disbelievers in God’s word; it 
is their destiny to do so. You, however, are a “chosen people, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a 
people set apart” to sing the praises of the One who called you out of the darkness into the wonderful, 
divine light.  Once you were “not a people,” but now you are the people of God; once there was “no mercy 
for you,” but now you have found mercy. 
Lector:   Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel: John 14:1-14 
The people stand. The Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith in me as well. In God’s 
house there are many dwelling places; otherwise, how could I have told you that I was going to prepare a 
place for you? I am indeed going to prepare a place for you, and then I will come back to take you with me, 
that where I am there you may be as well. You know the way that leads to where I am going.” Thomas 
replied, “But we don’t know where you’re going. How can we know the way?” Jesus told him, “I myself am 
the Way— I am Truth, and I am Life. No one comes to Abba God but through me. If you really knew me, 
you would know Abba God also. From this point on, you know Abba God and you have seen God.”  
“Rabbi,” Philip said, “show us Abba God, and that will be enough for us.” Jesus replied, “Have I been with 
you all this time, Philip, and still you don’t know me? Whoever has seen me has seen Abba God. How can 
you say, ‘Show us your Abba’? Don’t you believe that I am in Abba God and God is in me? The words I 
speak are not spoken of myself; it is Abba God, living in me, who is accomplishing the works of God. 
Believe me that I am in God and God is in me, or else believe because of the works I do.The truth of the 
matter is, anyone who has faith in me will do the works I do—and greater works besides. Why? Because I 
go to Abba God, and whatever you ask in my name I will do, so that God may be glorified in me. Anything 
you ask in my name I will do. 
Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Reflection  The Reverend Claire Nevin-Field 
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Offertory Hymn  "Thou art the Way" St. James 

The Nicene Creed 
The people stand and say together: 

Prayers of the People    
Intercessor: Lord in your mercy, 
Response: hear our prayer. 
Please remember those who have asked for our prayers: 
Kathie  Mary  Agnes  Reuben  Shawn  Chris  Kevin 
Gerald  Jim   JoAnn   Jerome   Colin   Nadine  Ben 
Margaret  Katie  Pozi   

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man.

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

5



The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
All: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those 
   who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, 
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and for ever. Amen. 

The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Blessing for Presence  John O'Donohue 
"The whole earth is full of God's glory".  Isaiah 6:3 

Awaken to the mystery of being here 
and enter the quiet immensity of your own presence 
Have joy and peace in the temple of your senses. 
Receive encouragement when new frontiers beckon. 
Respond to the call of your gift  
and the courage to follow its path. 
Let the flame of anger free you of all falsity. 
May warmth of heart keep your presence aflame. 
May anxiety never linger about you. 
May your outer dignity mirror an inner dignity of soul. 
Take time to celebrate the quiet miracles  
that seek no attention. 
Be consoled in the secret symmetry of your soul. 
May you experience each day as a sacred gift woven 
around the heart of wonder. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Celebrant: Let us go forth rejoicing in the risen Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Response:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Bell Voluntary " Come ye faithful, raise the strain" Gaudeamus pariter 
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Serving This Morning 
Lectors: Hannah Poole, Jay Newlin 
Preacher: The Reverend Claire Nevin-Field 
Hymn Soloist: Cecelia Snow 
Celebrant: The Reverend Sarah Hedgis 
Bell Recording: Ben Cornelius  
Video Technician: Andrew Field



Go in peace, and return often to worship with us. 

All services have been moved online while the Shelter-in-place orders due to Covid-19 are in effect.  
Visit https://www.stpetersphila.org for worship schedule and details. 

Sunday: 
9 AM – Children's Story 

11 AM – Sacrament of the Word and Prayer 
7 PM – Compline 

Monday: 
8:30 AM – Morning Prayer 

Tuesday: 
8:30 AM – Morning Prayer 

Wednesday: 
5 PM – Evening Prayer 

Thursday: 
8:30 AM – Morning Prayer 

Friday: 
8:30 AM – Morning Prayer
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St. Peter’s Church 
313 Pine Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 
(215) 925-5968 / www.stpetersphila.org 

Parish office hours: Monday–Friday 8:30 AM–4:30 PM 

The Rev. Claire Nevin-Field, Rector: nevin-field@stpetersphila.org 
The Rev. Sarah Hedgis, Associate Rector: hedgis@stpetersphila.org 

The Rev. Dr. Joseph Schaller, Assisting Priest: schaller@stpetersphila.org 
Dr. Darryl Roland, Director of Music and Organist: roland@stpetersphila.org 

Matthew Boatmon, Associate Organist 
Kate Randall, Parish Administrator: randall@stpetersphila.org

 

Sign up for our weekly e-mail newsletter at www.stpetersphila.org. 
Follow St. Peter’s on Facebook and Instagram @stpetersphila.

At St. Peter’s all we are and do is guided by and grounded in Christ, and the two most basic tenets 
of Christianity are that we love God, and that we love our neighbors as ourselves, with a special 
consideration and care for the weak and the vulnerable. Additionally, as Easter people, we are 
called to live in hope and confidence in God’s presence and love, not in fear. 
This era of COVID-19 has presented many challenges for all of us, but these foundations of faith 
remain constant. And so, out of love for each other St. Peter’s will be closed to in-person worship 
until all of us can safely gather. We do not know when that time will be, but we know it will come. 
For now, we worship and gather virtually knowing we are still the Body of Christ. We are still a 
community of faith and love. We still worship together online. We still care for each other and 
support each other. We still trust in God’s steadfast presence and love- a presence and love that will 
walk with us through these times and into the future. 
Thank you for joining us this morning. 
 Peace, 
 Claire+ 

https://www.stpetersphila.org
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