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A Church on a Mission: 
To embody the love of God as 
Christ's heart, mind and hands. 

 
 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 3, 2020 11:00 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church 
We are so glad that you are with us today. Even though we are not all in the same physical space, 
our worship is still a shared experience. Please join in the service as fully as you are comfortable 
doing. If you would like more information about St. Peter's please fill out the welcome form 
found on this page http://www.stpetersphila.org/about-st-peters/welcome/. 
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The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

 
 
 
 

Today’s service will be broadcast on our Facebook Live page (http://facebook.com/stpetersphila/videos) at 11:00am. 
 
 
Opening Voluntary  Pastorale  Craig Phillips 
Easter Acclamation 

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise The Song of Hannah (1 Samuel 2:1-8) 
Celebrant and People: 
My heart exults in you, O God; * 

 my triumph song is lifted in you. 
My mouth derides my enemies, *  

for I rejoice in your salvation. 
There is none holy like you, * 

nor any rock to be compared to you, our God. 
Do not heap up prideful words or speak in arrogance; *  

Only God is knowing and weighs all actions. 
The bows of the mighty are broken, *  

but the weak are clothed in strength. 
Those once full now labor for bread, *  

those who hungered now are well fed. 
The childless woman has borne sevenfold, *  

while the mother of many is forlorn. 
God destroys and brings to life, casts down and raises up; *  

gives wealth or takes it away, humbles and dignifies. 
God raises the poor from the dust; * 

 and lifts the needy from the ash heap 
To make them sit with the rulers *  

and inherit a place of honor. 
For the pillars of the earth are God’s *  

on which the whole earth is founded. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
The Celebrant prays the Collect of the Day. 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may 
know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives 
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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First Lesson: Acts 2:42-47 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ instructions and the communal life, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers. A reverent fear overtook them all, for many wonders and signs were being performed by the 
apostles. Those who believed lived together, shared all things in common; they would sell their property 
and goods, sharing the proceeds with one another as each had need. They met in the Temple and they 
broke bread together in their homes every day. With joyful and sincere hearts they took their meals in 
common, praising God and winning the approval of all the people. Day by day, God added to their 
number those who were being saved. 
Lector: Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 23  
The people read the psalm in unison.

1    The Holy One is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2    You make me lie down in green pastures * 
and lead me beside still waters. 

3    You revive my soul * 
and guide me along right pathways  
for the sake of your Name. 

4    Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5    You spread a table before me  
in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6    Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me  
all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of God for ever. 

 
Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:19-25 

For grace is given if you endure unjust punishment for your conscience in the name of God. What credit is 
there if you patiently endure harsh punishment as a result of your sin? But if you put up with suffering for 
doing what is right, this is acceptable in God’s eyes. It was for this that you were called, since Christ 
suffered for you in just this way and left you an example. You must follow in the footsteps of Christ, who 
did no wrong, who spoke no deceit, who did not return insults when insulted, who, when made to suffer, 
did not counter with threats. Instead, Christ trusted the One who judges justly. It was Christ’s own body 
that brought our sins to the cross, so that all of us, dead to sin, could live in accord with God’s will. By 
Christ’s wounds you are healed. At one time you were straying like sheep, but now you have returned to 
the Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls. 
Lector: Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel: John 10:1-10 
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
“The truth of the matter is, whoever doesn’t enter the sheepfold through the gate but climbs in some other 
way is a thief and a robber. The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep, the one for 
whom the keeper opens the gate. The sheep know the shepherd’s voice; the shepherd calls them by name 
and leads them out. Even though Jesus used this metaphor with them, they didn’t grasp what he was trying 
to tell them. He therefore said to them again: “The truth of the matter is, I am the sheep gate. All who came 
before me were thieves and marauders whom the sheep didn’t heed. I am the gate. Whoever enters 
through me will be safe—you’ll go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and slaughter 
and destroy. I came that you might have life and have it to the full. 
Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Reflection  The Reverend Sarah Hedgis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Offertory Hymn  "The King of Love my Shepherd is" St. Columba 
 Verses 1, 2, 4, and 6 

 
The Nicene Creed 

The people stand and say together: 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People   adapted from prayers offered by Nadia Bolz-Weber 

Intercessor: Holy God, 
Response: Hear our prayer. 
Please remember those who have asked for our prayers: 
Kathie  Mary  Agnes  Reuben  Shawn  Chris  Kevin 
Gerald  LeAnn  Jim  Marie   JoAnn   Jerome   Colin 
Nadine  Margaret  Ben  Katie  Pozi 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
All: Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those 
   who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, 
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and for ever. Amen. 

The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 
Blessing  by Jan Richardson in "Circle of Grace" 

"The whole earth is full of God's glory".  Isaiah 6:3 
 
Let these words lay themselves like a blessing 
upon your head, your shoulders, 
as if, like hands, 
they could pass on to you what you most need for this day. 
as if they could anoint you  
not merely for the path ahead  
but for this ordinary moment 
that opens itself to you - opens itself 
like another hand 
that unfurls itself, 
that reaches out to gather these words 
in the bowl of its palm. 
You may think this blessing 
lives within these words, 
but I tell you  
it lives  
in the opening and in the reaching 
it lives 
in the ache where this blessing begins 
it lives in the hollow 
made in the place  
where the hands of this blessing  meet. 



 

And the blessing of God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit  
be upon you and remain with you this day, and always. 
Amen. 

 
Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth rejoicing in the risen Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Response:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Bell Voluntary " Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks To The Risen Lord" Donald Fishel 
 

Serving This Morning 
Lectors: Christy Santos, Ben Cornelius 
Preacher: The Reverend Sarah Hedgis 
Hymn Soloist: Gabriel Harley 
Celebrant: The Reverend Claire Nevin-Field 
Bell Recording: Ben Cornelius 
Video Stream Technician: Andew Field 
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Go in peace, and return often to worship with us. 
 

All services have been moved online while the Shelter-in-place orders due to Covid-19 are in effect.  
Visit https://www.stpetersphila.org for worship schedule and details. 

 
Sunday: 

9 AM – Children's Story 
11 AM – Sacrament of the Word and Prayer 

7 PM – Compline 
Monday: 

8:30 AM – Morning Prayer 
Tuesday: 

8:30 AM – Morning Prayer 
Wednesday: 

5 PM – Evening Prayer 
Thursday: 

8:30 AM – Morning Prayer 
Friday: 

8:30 AM – Morning Prayer 
 

St. Peter’s Church 
313 Pine Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 
(215) 925-5968 / www.stpetersphila.org 

Parish office hours: Monday–Friday 8:30 AM–4:30 PM 
 

The Rev. Claire Nevin-Field, Rector: nevin-field@stpetersphila.org 
The Rev. Sarah Hedgis, Associate Rector: hedgis@stpetersphila.org 

The Rev. Dr. Joseph Schaller, Assisting Priest: schaller@stpetersphila.org 
Dr. Darryl Roland, Director of Music and Organist: roland@stpetersphila.org 

Matthew Boatmon, Associate Organist 
Kate Randall, Parish Administrator: randall@stpetersphila.org 

  

Sign up for our weekly e-mail newsletter at www.stpetersphila.org. 
Follow St. Peter’s on Facebook and Instagram @stpetersphila. 

 


