
OPENING DOORS
Building the Future of St. Peter's Church



2

Prayer
O Lord, Creator of heaven and earth;

We give you thanks for beautiful spaces where 
we live, worship, and serve.

We ask that you inspire in us steadfast spirits as 
we seek to open new doors? doors to build 
fellowship, develop community, and serve our 
neighbors.

Help us to build a space where love dwells, 
music swells, children learn, and friends laugh.

Empower us to give generously so that we may 
be your hands and feet in this world.

Continue to guide us along our journey of 
Opening Doors, serving others in your name.

AMEN.
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Dear Siblings in Christ,

For 256 years St. Peter?s has been enlivened and emboldened by the Spirit, serving as an 
anchor and a beacon of hope in this neighborhood and city. For 256 years St. Peter?s has 
opened its heart and its doors; welcoming people into the heart of the church community, 
going out beyond its walls and serving its neighbors during times of difficulty and times of 
contentment. This is the Spirit I encountered when I first set foot in St. Peter's. This is who 
we are? it is our call. And a call from God is never static. God is always beckoning us to live 
more fully into who we are and to dream new dreams, to serve in new ways.

And so we find the Spirit moving us, encouraging us, cheering us on and challenging us to 
create the space that will free us to live into this call, into our future. Moving us to not only 
continue to open our church doors, but to create new doors as well. Doors through which 
our church community will come to eat, laugh, meet, sing, dance, cry, and pray together. 
Doors through which our neighbors will come to learn, to give and receive food, to find new 
ways of being in community.

This is an exciting and pivotal moment for our church 
community. What we do now will make a significant 
difference not just for those of us already at St. Peter?s 
and our neighbors, but for generations to come. Andrew 
and I have prayerfully discerned and made our pledge to 
build and open these doors. I ask each of you to pray and 
think about what your pledge will be, as together we 
move boldly into God?s future, as together we joyfully 
respond to the Spirit?s call and have the privilege of 
Opening Doors.

Peace!

The Rev. Claire Nevin-Field
Rector of St. Peter's Church

Prayer

A Message from the Rector

"God is always beckoning us to live more fully into who we are and 
to dream new dreams, to serve in new ways."



4

St. Peter?s story began when the Penn family 
deeded land for construction of a church in 1754. 
For more than 250 years people have worshipped 
God and served others in this corner of 
Philadelphia. Over the centuries, St. Peter's 
Church has a been a steadfast presence of God's 
love in the world, while the surrounding 
neighborhood has witnessed dramatic changes.

In the eighteenth century, the cow pastures and 
ponds along Lombard Street gave way to 
residential and commercial buildings in the 
nineteenth. In the late 1800s the George M. 
Wharton public school existed on what today is 
the parking lot. In 1940 the Wharton School was 
demolished and St. Peter?s acquired the property.

What was the dream our forefathers and mothers 
had when they bought this parcel of land? We can 
only imagine, but it might be something like this:

- A beautiful building filled with light, 
laughter, hospitality, and service.

- A building that complements our historic 
sanctuary and completes the vision for a 
cohesive church campus that includes the 
churchyard, gardens, and parish hall.

- A place to show hospitality in both big 
ways and small.

- Room for growth in our ministries to 
serve others and strive for a just society.

- A safe place where all are welcome and 
where there is room for everyone.

Today, St. Peter?s is bustling! Our faith 
community is brimming with energy for service, 
hope for a more just world, and a welcome for all. 

Let us make the dream a reality.

A Congregation 
Full of Life
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$000.00



6

If you saw the Kieran Timberlake video ?fly-through? of our new building? and I certainly 
hope you did? you?ll have heard architect James Timberlake note that the new building is        
St. Peter?s first significant building project in over 250 years.

As many have noted:  ?It is time.?

It is time to recognize our blessings:  as a faith community and as individuals. Each of us is 
strengthened by being in community with one another and as a part of a community as a 
whole. And, as a faith community we strengthen the greater community within which we live.

It is time to acknowledge that we are growing, not just in numbers but in talent and 
commitment.

It is time to have faith in ourselves that this is something 
we can do.

It is time to have faith in God that this is something we 
must do.

When I think of my time at St. Peter?s I realize that each 
challenge, each new member, each day asks me to create 
space in my heart. Now I realized that it is time to create 
real space so that my heart and yours can continue to 
create its own space.

Kathleen Stephenson
Capital Campaign Chair

A Message from Our Capital
Campaign Chair
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OPENING DOORS

Kieran Timberlake is an award-winning architecture firm recognized for its 
environmental ethic, research expertise, and pioneering design and planning. The 
firm has built many LEED Platinum and Gold certified buildings and received four 
American Institute of Architects ?Top Ten Green? project awards. 

The St. Peter's Vestry and selection committee unanimously chose Kieran Timberlake 
to design our new parish house. All involved in the selection process were impressed 
by the firm's vision, how they ?got? our church community, and their groundbreaking 
work in energy efficient buildings. We are in good hands! 

About our Architects
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From the Vestry
The Vestry believes that this new 
building is an important, exciting, and 
necessary step in the growth of            
St. Peter's Church. It will allow us to 
better serve our community and expand 
our reach to new communities and 
friends. We are enthusiastic and 
supportive of the plans for this glorious 
new parish house. 

We look forward to taking the next 
steps in creating a beautiful, bold, 
sustainable space that will help us fulfill 
our mission to be God's hands and heart 
in this world. 
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From the Vestry

Jennifer Childs, Rector's Warden
Nora Adelmann, Accounting Warden

Cordelia Biddle, Secretary
Lisa Di Cicco

Vincent DiPentino
Kat Dunne

Rick Fitzgerald
Sharon Haynie

Jim Keller
Hildegard Kent
Christy Santos
Michael Zullo

The Rev. Claire Nevin-Field, Rector
The Rev. Sean Lanigan, Associate Rector

The Rev. Dr. Joseph Schaller, Assisting Priest
Dr. Darryl Roland, Director of Music
Matthew Boatmon, Assistant Organist

Kate Randall, Parish Administrator
Lauri Cielo, Director of Communications & Development

William Lim, Administrative Assistant
Danielle DeFassio, Children's Ministry Assistant
Benjamin Bookman, Food Cupboard Manager

Mary Campbell, Accountant
Wayne Simms, Sexton

Gary Rodriguez, Assistant Sexton

Vestry Clergy & Staff

Kathleen Stephenson, Chairperson
Rick Fitzgerald, Advance Gifts Chair

Emy Halpert, Pattern Gifts Chair
Kat McGee, Victory Gifts Chair
Sheila Jamison-Schwartz and

Lynn McCormick, Stewardship Co-Chairs
Peggy Hatch, Communications Chair

Christy Santos & Doug Schaller, 
Spiritual Emphasis Co-Chairs
Marjory Spraycar, Treasurer

Liz Blum & Pam Harper,
Kick-Off Event Co-Chairs

Claire Nevin-Field, Ex Officio
S.J. (Skip) Schlafer, Consultant

Capital Campaign Committee
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