
History and Photos of St. Peter’s Property 
 
What is the History of the St. Peter’s Property?  Has it Always been Owned by St. Peter’s 
Church? 
 

The Penn family deeded land to the Anglican Society for construction of St. Peter’s 
Church in 1754. 

 
While the modern-day St. Peter’s campus comprises most of the city block, that has not 

always been the case.  In fact, much of the block was previously owned and used as residences or 
public buildings. 
 

In the early 1800s, the frontage along the north side of Lombard Street was comprised of 
residential and commercial buildings. In 1832, one of the existing buildings (located at 319 
Lombard Street) was purchased for Sunday School classes.  In 1834, this property began 
operation as the Day School of St. Peter’s Church.  As depicted in the 1858-60 Philadelphia 
Atlas (Hexamer & Locher), the entire frontage along the northern side of Lombard Street (from 
3rd Street to 4th Street) was comprised of various dwellings.  The footprint of the Day School was 
limited to that of a rowhome in the middle of the block.  This is similarly depicted in the 1875 
and 1895 Philadelphia Atlases, although the footprint of the Day School lot appears to have 
grown slightly by 1875.  The 1875 and 1895 Philadelphia Atlases also show the George M. 
Wharton public school, which was constructed and operated on the current St. Peter’s parking lot 
(just south of the church and cemetery).  When the Wharton School was constructed, it made the 
Day School unnecessary.  As a result, the Day School became the St. Peter’s Choir School in 
1903.  The Wharton School was eventually demolished in 1940.  St. Peter’s Church successfully 
bid on and purchased the Wharton School property in 1940.  St. Peter’s then constructed its 
parking lot on that property. 

 
 As recently as 1962, the west lawn at 4th and Lombard and the newer portion of St. 
Peter’s School were comprised of ten (10) single-family and multi-family dwellings.  As Society 
Hill was redeveloped, St. Peter’s Church acquired these properties from the Redevelopment 
Authority.  St. Peter’s Church ultimately conveyed these parcels to St. Peter’s School, while 
retaining ownership of the older section of the school building. 
 
 While the land that we know and recognize as the St. Peter’s sanctuary and churchyard 
has direct ties back to the 1754 grant, the ownership and use of the balance of the block 
(including the existing parking lot and St. Peter’s School) have changed various times throughout 
the years. 
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